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Prince William County formed in 1730 from Stafford and King
George Counties, originally included Fairfax, Arlington,
Alexandria, Loudoun, and Fauquier Counties. The first
courthouse was constructed on the south bank of the
Occoquan at Woodbridge in 1731. Four other sites have
served as the County Courthouse.

Dumfries, a thriving 18" century shipping port which rivaled
Boston and New York, was chartered in 1749. Several towns
were chartered before the Civil War, but of these, only
Haymarket (1799) and Occoquan (1804) remain with
Dumfries as functioning municipalities today. The town of
Quantico (1927) came into existence after the creation of the
Quantico Marine Corps Base. Manassas and Manassas Park
withdrew from the County in 1975 to become independent
cities.

The Potomac Path or King's Highway became a major
transportation route, linking the northern and southern
colonies.  Lafayette, Washington and Rochambeau were
travelers along this route, stopping at the Woodbridge
plantation of George Mason; Rippon Lodge, the oldest
standing Colonial house on the Potomac River and home of
Colonel Richard Blackburn; and the Stagecoach Inn at the
port of Dumfries. U.S. Route 1 closely follows this early
route. Henry Lee Ill, known as “Light Horse Harry” and the
father of General Robert E. Lee, lived just north of Dumfries
on the Leesylvania Plantation. The John Tayloe family owned
the Neabsco Iron Works, also near here, which provided iron
for the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War.

Foreseeing the coming break with the Mother Country, the
citizens of Prince William assembled at Dumfries on June 6,
1774, and adopted the Prince William County Resolves. Later
in the same year, one of the first companies of Minutemen in
Virginia was organized. William Grayson, a native son, played
a prominent role in securing Virginia's ratification of the
Constitution and was to become Virginia’'s first United States
Senator.

Prince William was the setting for the First and Second Battles
of Manassas, two of the most significant battles of the War
Between the States. Today, the events of these battles are
remembered and memorialized in the Manassas National
Battlefield Park located just northwest of the City of
Manassas.

Much of the history of Prince William County has been
documented, and many particular places and events have
been depicted on historical highway markers throughout the



County. This brochure will guide you in locating some of
these sites and in reliving the drama of the period.

The two primary sources of historical markers located in the
County are the Department of Historic Resources, a state
agency, and the Prince William County Historical Commission.
The Department of Historic Resources sponsors and oversees
the State Historical Highway Marker Program. State markers
commemorate historical events, sites, or people of importance
to the history of Virginia and the nation and are designated by
the State seal and a marker number. To find out more about
the Virginia State Historical Highway Marker Program visit the
department’s website www.dhr.state.va.us.

The Prince William County Historical Commission, appointed
by the Board of County Supervisors, has been entrusted with
the mandate to oversee the county marker program. County
markers denote events, sites, and personages important to
the history of the County and are designated by the County or
Commission seal.

Both the State and County work closely with the Virginia
Department of Transportation (VDOT), in establishing the
marker sites and insuring that areas surrounding the markers
are maintained.

You may see other historical markers as you drive through the
County such as Mosby Heritage Area markers; Virginia Civil
War Trails markers; and the Washington Rochambeau
Highway markers — all reflecting the rich and colorful history
of Prince William County.

For historic sites located within the City of Manassas, contact
the Manassas City Museum. The Town of Occoquan has also
instituted a marker program. A brochure and walking tour
guide can be obtained in Occoquan at the Mill House
Museum.
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Prince William County (1)
Route 1 and Annapolis Way
AREA 345 SQUARE MILES
Formed in 1730 from Stafford and King George, and named for
William Augustus, Duke of Cumberland, second son of King George
Il.  The First and Second Battles of Manassas took place in this
county.
(on reverse)
Fairfax County
AREA 417 SQUARE MILES
Formed in 1742 from Prince William and Loudoun, and named for
Lord Fairfax, proprietor of the Northern Neck. Mount Vernon, George
Washington's home, is in this county.
State Marker Z-144
Conservation & Development Commission — 1934

One Hundred and Fifty Yards East... (2)

FRoute 1 and Annapolis Way
One hundred and fifty yards east of this spot stood the first
courthouse of Prince William County organized in 1731. This
monument erected by the Bicentennial Committee of Prince William
County, September 25, 1931, was presented to the people of the
county by Wade R. Ellis of Rippon Lodge, chairman of the committee.
Erected 1931

The Occoquan (3)
Route 1 and Annapolis Way

Captain John Smith explored this region in 1608. The town of
Occoquan began with the opening of a tobacco warehouse on the
shore of the Occoquan River in 1734. Occoquan grew as the focus of
the commercial and manufacturing activities of John Ballendine, who
had an iron furnace, forge, and sawmills at the falls of the river
before 1759. After the American Revolution, Occoquan emerged as a
flour-manufacturing center with one of the nation’s first gristmills to
use the laborsaving inventions of Oliver Evans. In 1804, Occoquan
was established as a town and thrived as a commercial and industrial
center into the 1920s.

State Marker E-59

Department of Historic Resources - 2000

Early Land Patents (4)
Route 1 and Annapolis Way
In 1653, Thomas Burbage obtained 3,000 acres between the
Occoquan and Neabsco Creek. Burbage's Neck later passed to Martin
Scarlet (d.1695), pioneer settler and sometime Burgess. George
Mason Il gained 534 acres of Occoquan River frontage including a
ferry landing and the site of the first Prince William Court House. The
plantation was named Woodbridge after a toll-bridge built by Mason’s
great-grandson Thomas in place of the family-owned ferry.
Prince William County Historical Commission - 1976



William Grayson’s Grave (5)

Route 1 near Marumsco Plaza
William Grayson, lawyer, member of the Continental Congress,
Constitutional Convention and U.S. Senate, is buried nearby on
property formerly part of “Belle Air” the family plantation. In 1774,
Grayson organized Prince William County’s first revolutionary militia
unit. He commanded a Virginia regiment and served as Aide-de-
Camp to Washington.

Prince William County Historical Commission - 1986

Potomac Path (6)
Route 1 southbound near Dale Boulevard
To the east is the only preserved segment of the Potomac Path, the
earliest north-south route in northern Virginia. Following an ancient
Indian trail, the road, later known as the King's Highway, assumed
great importance for overland travel between the colonies and in the
early days of the Republic. Washington and Rochambeau traveled
this route to Yorktown in 1781 as did the French Army on its return
the following year. Rippon Lodge, a portion of which was built in
1725 by Col. Richard Blackburn, stands nearby.
Prince William County Historical Commission - 1979

Neabsco Iron Works (7)
Route 1 near Neabsco Creek
Situated along the nearby Neabsco Creek, the Neabsco Iron Works
began operation by 1737. Directed by John Tayloe of Richmond
County and succeeding family members, the ironworks evolved into a
multifaceted antebellum industrial plantation, which included such
activities as shipbuilding, milling, smithing, leatherworking, farming,
and shoemaking. The complex became an important supplier of raw
materials for weaponry during the American Revolution. The Neabsco
Iron Works operation ended about 1828, after the death of John
Tayloe 111, when his sons sold most of the remaining Neabsco lands.
State Marker E-58
Department of Historic Resources - 2001

Events Along Neabsco Creek (8)

Route 1 southbound, just before Cardinal Drive
Nearby are the sites of a fort ordered built in 1679, and of the oldest
tomb found in the county, that of Rose Peters — 1690. Iron mining
was begun here as early as 1734. Remains of a colonial furnace,
foundry, and mill have been discovered. Confederate regiments were
camped in the vicinity to support gun batteries set up in the winter of
1861-1862 to interdict union navigation of the Potomac River.

Prince William County Historical Commission - 1976

Leesylvania State Park (9)
Neabsco Road at entrance to park
This 508-acre park was donated to the Commonwealth in 1978 by
Daniel K. Ludwig and was opened on June 17, 1989. The park,
whose name means “Lee’s Woods,” is the ancestral home of the
famous Lee family of Virginia. The land, which was patented in 1658,
was the home of Henry Lee Il and Henry “Light Horse Harry” Lee 111,
father of General Robert E. Lee. Nearby Freestone Point was the site



of a Confederate artillery emplacement which successfully blockaded
the Potomac River during the Civil War.
State Marker JQ-1
Department of Historic Resources - 1989

Henry Lee III, “Light Horse Harry,” 1756 — 1818 (10)
Leesylvania State Park

1776 — 1781 Cavalry Commander

1779 Awarded Congressional Medal

1786 — 1788 Member Continental Congress

1791 — 1794 Governor of Virginia

1799 — 1801 Member U. S. Congress

Father of General Robert E. Lee C.S.A.

Henry Lee 11l was born nearby at the mansion house of “Leesylvania
Plantation”
Erected 1976
Erected by the Prince William County Historical Commission in
Observance of the American Revolutionary Bicentennial

“Leesylvania” (11)
Route 1 southbound, just after Cardinal Drive
This historically important property was part of a land grant dating
back to 1658 and was the site of “Leesylvania,” the home of Henry
Lee Il (1729-1789). The Neabsco Iron Foundry, which was located
nearby, furnished “pig iron and shot” to the Virginia Navy and also
helped to equip the Commonwealth’s Militia during the Revolution.
This Plaque Erected By Tidewater Oil Company - 1958

Revolutionary War Campaign of 1781 (12)
Route 1 northbound near “V,” Dumfries
The roads through Prince William County were important routes for
the Revolutionary War campaign of 1781. In April, the Marquis de
Lafayette passed through the county on the King's Highway with a
portion of Gen. George Washington’s Continental Army. During July,
Brig. Gen. Anthony Wayne and his troops marched through the region
on the Carolina Road and joined Lafayette at Rapidan. In September,
the cavalry and baggage wagons of the French and American armies
took the King's Highway to Yorktown. After the Battle of Yorktown,
the British troops surrendered to the American and French forces on
19 Oct. 1781.
State Marker E-53
Department of Historic Resources - 2000

Dumfries Raid (13)
Route. 1 northbound near “V,” Dumfries
On 26 December 1862, Maj. Gen. J.E.B. Stuart led 1,800 cavalry out
of Fredericksburg on his third and last major raid. Stuart divided his
column and on 27 December launched a two-pronged attack on
Dumfries, a major Union supply base. The garrison thwarted the
Confederate cavalry commanded by Brig. Gen. Fitzhugh Lee and Brig.
Gen. W.H.F. (“Rooney”) Lee, despite the efforts of Stuart's legendary
horse artillery. Stuart continued the raid through Occoquan, Burke's
Station, Fairfax Court House, Warrenton, and Culpeper before
returning to Fredericksburg on 1 January 1863. During the raid,



Stuart seized some 200 prisoners, as many horses and mules, and 20
wagonloads of equipment.
State Marker E-82
Department of Historic Resources - 1993

History of Dumfries (14)
Route. 1 northbound near “V,” Dumfries
Dumfries, first settled in the early 18" century, became in 1749 the
first town in Prince William County chartered by the House of
Burgesses. It soon grew in wealth and importance as a major port,
rivaling Alexandria, Baltimore, and New York in tonnage shipped. The
town’s status as a center for the sale and shipment of tobacco,
despite its inland location on a creek, reached its peak in the 1760s.
In 1762 the county court moved to Dumfries, where it remained for
60 years. lronically, the soil erosion caused by tobacco farming
resulted in the silting up of Quantico Creek. The prosperity and
population of Dumfries declined and the court moved to Brentsville in
1822.
State Marker E-83
Department of Historic Resources - 1993

Graham Park (15)
Route 1 northbound near “V,” Dumfries
Just east of this location along the Quantico Creek was the plantation
known as Graham Park. This property was patented by John Graham
(1711-1787), who came to Virginia from Scotland about 1733.
Graham is known as the founder of Dumfries since the town sprang
to life from 60 acres taken from his plantation in 1749. He was a
successful merchant, trustee of Dumfries, and County Clerk.
Prince William County Historical Commission - 1983

Prince William County Court House (16)
Dumfries - 1760 — 1822
Fairfax and Duke Streets, Dumfries
Forty yards southerly of this spot stood the third court house of
Prince William County. The brick in this monument came from the
foundation of this old court house, and was donated by the present
owners of said court house lot.
Erected 1941

Quantico (17)
Fuller Road just east of the War Memorial

Quantico, the Algonquian term for the once navigable creek to the
port of Dumfries, lends its name to the Marine Corps installation
established in 1917 and to the Potomac River town chartered in 1927.
Early land patents date to 1654. “Dipple” plantation became the
Glebe for Overwharton Parrish in 1724. Virginia naval units were
based here during the Revolutionary War. Early names for the port
town were Carrborough, Evansport, and Potomac, a resort
community. Quantico shipyard was one of the largest builders in the
country in 1916. Quantico, popularly called the “Crossroads of the
Marine Corps,” is a major center for officer education, weapons
development and other activities.

Erected 2001

Prince William County



Prince William County (18)
Route 1 at the Stafford County Line
AREA 345 SQUARE MILES
Prince William County, named for William Augustus, Duke of
Cumberland and third son of King George Il, was officially formed
from Stafford and King George Counties in 1731. Manassas was
designated the county seat in 1892. Previously the county seat had
been located at Occoquan Creek, Cedar Run, Dumfries, and
Brentsville. The two battles of Manassas took place here on 21 July
1861 and 28-30 August 1862. Both battles resulted in Confederate
victories over the Union army. Several sites here are listed on the
National Register of Historic Places, including Rippon Lodge, the
Weems-Botts House and Bel Air.
(on reverse)
Stafford County
AREA 274 SQUARE MILES
Stafford County was formed in 1664 from Westmoreland County and
was part of the Northern Neck Proprietary of Lord Fairfax. It was
name for Staffordshire, England. The county seat was located at
Stafford in 1780; previously it had been at Marlborough Point. During
the Civil War, the Union Army of the Potomac’s more than 100,000
troops camped in the county during the winter of 1862-1863. Aquia
Church, a National Historic Landmark, and the childhood home sites
of George Washington and George Mason are located here.
State Marker Z-158
Department of Historic Resources - 2000

Troop Movements and Camp (19)
Route 234 near Country Club Drive
Prince William militia opened a road nearby in preparation for the
Yorktown Campaign of 1781. French and American cavalry, wagon
trains, and cattle unable to use the ferry at Woodbridge, traveled this
road, fording the river at Wolf Run Shoals, on the way to Dumfries.
The same road was used by Confederate and Union forces, and the
6" N.C. Infantry quartered near here during the winter of 1861-1862.
Prince William County Historical Commission - 1976

Alexander Henderson (20)
At end of Dolphin Beach Road on hill
Alexander Henderson, colonial merchant, born Glasgow, Scotland
1738 came to Colchester, Va. 1756. Moved to Dumfries 1787, where
his home still stands. Served as vestryman Pohick Church, magistrate
of Fairfax and Prince William Cos., member Virginia General
Assembly, Virginia delegate to Mt. Vernon Conference-1785 which led
to Constitutional Convention-1787. Died Nov.22, 1815. Buried here
with his wife Sarah Moore Henderson (1751-Dec.14, 1816). Their son
Archibald, (1783-1859) was Commandant of the United States Marine
Corps for over 38 years.
Erected 1976 by the Montclair Bicentennial Committee

New School Baptist Church (21)
Cardinal Drive
On this site slaves gathered between 1861-1865. They built a brush
arbor church, worshipped God and became a faithful congregation.
On December 5, 1881, Rev. John L. Bell and four other church
leaders purchased one acre of this land for eleven dollars and called



themselves the New School Baptist Church. George W. Thomas
helped erect a wooden, steepled church which was re-named
Neabsco Baptist Church. The building was used also to educate
children of former slaves and free persons of color. This church has
undergone two renovations. Hand-hewn timbers below the flooring
of the present church are silent reminders of the toil of many persons
who held to a dream during troubled times.
Prince William County Historical Commission - 1999

Minnieville (22)
Cardinal Drive and Minnieville Road
Nearby is Bel Air Plantation (c. 1740) burial site of Parson Mason
Locke Weems, first biographer of George Washington. French and
American troops moved through this community on their way to
Yorktown in 1781. Northern dairymen developed large farms here in
the early 19™ century. The Confederate 3d Brigade was located in
this area 1861-62. On this corner stood the Minnieville Post Office
(1884-1924).
Prince William County Historical Commission - 1978

Benita Fitzgerald Drive (23)
Named in honor of Benita Fitzgerald
Olympic Gold Medalist — 100 Meter Hurdles
XXITIT Olympiad — 1984
U.S. National Champion — 100 Meter Hurdles
1983 and 1986
Benita Fitzgerald Drive
Benita was born in Warrenton, Virginia on July 6, 1961 and attended
Prince William County schools until her graduation from Gar-Field
Senior High School in 1979. An active citizen of Dale City, she
attended the First Mount Zion Baptist Church, was a member of the
Dalelites, the Dale City Lassie League, the Gar-Field Symphonic Band
and the National Honor Society. She was a Women in Community
Action debutante, a National Merit Achievement Commended student
and an honorary member of Lioness International and Women in
Community Action. She graduated from the University of Tennessee
in 1984 with a degree in industrial engineering. Her parents Rodger
and Fannie Fitzgerald are long-standing Prince William County
residents.
Erected 1987 Board of County Supervisors

Neabsco Mills Ironworks (24)
1-95 Dale City southbound exit at rest-stop
The Neabsco Mills Ironworks complex, under the ownership of three
generations of the Tayloe family, of Richmond County, operated
between 1737 and 1828. Located near this site, it was one of the
longest continuously operating iron-works in present-day Northern
Virginia. The 5,000-acre iron plantation, which was worked by
resident free laborers, indentured servants, and slaves, was a
multifaceted operation. The workers produced not only pig and bar
iron for sale at home and export to Great Britain, but also engaged in
shipbuilding, milling, leatherworking, shoemaking, and farming. The
complex was an important supplier of iron for weaponry during the
American Revolution and the War of 1812.
State Marker G-18 Department of Historic Resources - 1994



